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Passing of John C. Martin, Ph.D. Media Coverage 

March 31, 2021 

 
Notable Twitter and LinkedIn Posts 
 

• Gilead Sciences (@GileadSciences; followers: 67.2K): 

 
 

• Merck (@Merck; followers: 206.8K):  

 
 

https://twitter.com/GileadSciences/status/1377274895831207937?s=20
https://twitter.com/Merck/status/1377302350457663488?s=20
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• Kronos Bio (followers: 4,831):  

 

 
 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6783047287938658304/
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• Norbert Bischofberger (followers: 2,199): 

 

 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/norbert-bischofberger-06a0a9150_i-am-shocked-and-deeply-saddened-by-the-passing-activity-6783048003537252352-PZUa
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• Arie Belldegrun, MD FACS (followers: 1,649):  

 

 
  

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6783047128710307841/
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• Chris Garabedian, CEO of Xontogeny (@cngarabedian; followers: 2,472): 

 
 
 

• Joe Grogan, former Head of Federal Affairs at Gilead and senior fellow at USC’s 
Schaeffer Center (@RealJoeGrogan; followers: 364):  

 

https://twitter.com/cngarabedian/status/1377252306299813889
https://twitter.com/RealJoeGrogan/status/1377202536269164545
https://twitter.com/RealJoeGrogan/status/1377202536269164545
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• Carlos del Rio, executive associate dean for Emory at Grady, foreign secretary of NAM 

(@CarlosdelRio; followers: 39.5K): 

  
 

• Vivek Ramaswamy, founder of Roivant Sciences (@VivekGRamaswamy; followers: 
18.7K):  

 

https://twitter.com/CarlosdelRio7/status/1377263155412410368
https://twitter.com/CarlosdelRio7/status/1377263155412410368
https://twitter.com/VivekGRamaswamy/status/1377286158086860804
https://twitter.com/VivekGRamaswamy/status/1377286158086860804
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• California Life Sciences Association (CLSA) (@CALifeSciences; followers: 11.7K):  

 
 

 
 

• John Maraganore, CEO of Alnylam (@JMaraganore; followers: 5.6K):  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://twitter.com/CALifeSciences/status/1377305525046624261
https://twitter.com/JMaraganore/status/1377224790969311237
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• Adam Feuerstein, senior writer, STAT News (@adamfeuerstein; followers: 96.6K): 

 
 

• John Carroll, founder and editor-in-chief of Endpoints News (@JohnCendpts; followers: 
55.4K):  

 

  

https://twitter.com/adamfeuerstein/status/1377310902320574467
https://twitter.com/JohnCendpts/status/1377234782153814017
https://twitter.com/JohnCendpts/status/1377234782153814017
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Full-Text Articles 
• Endpoints News, by John Carroll, “UPDATED: Biotech pioneer and startup investor John 

Martin, who built Gilead into a powerhouse player, has died,” March 31, 2021 
o Newsletter: “Gilead HIV pioneer John Martin has died; Neil Kumar bags a $2.4B deal for 

late-late-stage drug,” March 31, 2021 
• BioSpace, by Alex Keown, “Former Gilead Sciences CEO, Chairman John Martin Dies at 70,” 

March 31, 2021 
• FiercePharma, by Angus Liu, “Longtime Gilead captain John Martin, mastermind of lifesaving 

HIV, hep C drugs, has died,” March 31, 2021 
• BioCentury, by Jeff Cranmer, “Remembering Gilead’s John Martin, whose therapies saved 

‘millions’. April 1, 2021  
 

 
Additional Twitter Posts 
• Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, executive chairperson, Biocon Limited (@kiranshaw; followers: 1.5M): 

Biotech pioneer and startup investor John Martin, who built Gilead into a powerhouse player, 
has died – Deeply saddened by the sudden n [sic] untimely demise of an inspiring Biotech 
leader who made a huge impact on global health. RIP. 

• Jonathan Rockoff, health and medicine editor, Wall Street Journal (@jonathanrockoff; followers: 
19.7K): RIP John Martin, who turned Gilead into an antiviral powerhouse and one of the 
industry's biggest drugmakers  

• Donna Young, senior reporter, S&P Global (@DonnaYoungDC; followers: 10.4K): John Martin, 
who served as @GileadSciences $GILD CEO from 1996 to 2016 & chairman from 2008 to 
2019, has died. https://t.co/jyzhZ0GuMi?amp=1 #HIV #HIVAIDS #HepatitisC 

• Patricia Farrell, Ph.D. (@drpatfarrell; followers: 9.6K): Longtime Gilead captain John Martin, 
mastermind of lifesaving HIV, hep C drugs has died | FiercePharma 

• Until There’s A Cure, a national foundation dedicated to eradicating AIDS (@UntilOrg; followers: 
6.6K): UPDATED: Biotech pioneer and startup investor John Martin, who built Gilead into a 
powerhouse player, has died 

• Dr. Timos Papagatsias, CEO of LucidQuest (@_timos_; followers: 3K): Biotech pioneer and 
startup investor John Martin, who built Gilead into a powerhouse player, has died 
https://t.co/kyrcbVtKi4?amp=1 #strategy #competitiveintelligence #marketing #biotech 
#pharmaceutical #pharma #healthcare #productmarketing  

• Allogene Therapeutics (@AllogeneTx; followers: 1,510): We're deeply saddened by the sudden 
loss of our friend John Martin, PhD. John brought us life-changing medicines and his 
contributions to the scientific community were truly immeasurable. We extend our deepest 
sympathies to his family and all who knew him. http://bit.ly/3dqA2kS 

• Vida Ventures, a next-generation life sciences investment firm (@Vida_Ventures; followers: 
653): We’re deeply saddened to hear that John Martin, PhD, passed away. John was an 
exceptional scientist and buisness leader. He helped millions of people around the world 
through the life-changing medicines he developed, and his legacy will never be forgotten. 
https://t.co/Xqh7touPc4?amp=1 

• Raymond Schinazi, an organic medicinal chemist (@drugbuster21; followers: 561): I am 
shocked and at a loss for words. John Martin former CEO and Chairman of Gilead passed away 
from a freaky fall walking home from his office. He was a giant and visionary in antiviral agents 
and cancer. Our sympathies and prayers go out to his family and to our dear Lily Lou. 

• Angus Liu, reporter for FiercePharma and FierceBiotech (@Angus_Fierce; followers: 383): John 
Martin shaped Gilead into the antiviral giant we know today. The company made several 
landmark achievements in antivirals under his leadership. R.I.P. 

• Breakthrough Properties (@bt_prop; followers: 25): We’re deeply saddened that John Martin, 
Ph.D., a member of our SAB, passed away.  An outstanding scientist and business leader, John 

https://endpts.com/biotech-pioneer-and-startup-investor-john-martin-who-built-gilead-into-a-powerhouse-player-has-died/
https://endpts.com/biotech-pioneer-and-startup-investor-john-martin-who-built-gilead-into-a-powerhouse-player-has-died/
https://www.biospace.com/article/former-gilead-sciences-ceo-chairman-john-martin-dies-at-70/
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/longtime-gilead-captain-john-martin-mastermind-life-saving-hiv-hcv-drugs-has-died
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/longtime-gilead-captain-john-martin-mastermind-life-saving-hiv-hcv-drugs-has-died
https://twitter.com/kiranshaw/status/1377282536603148291?s=20
https://twitter.com/kiranshaw/status/1377282536603148291?s=20
https://twitter.com/kiranshaw/status/1377282536603148291?s=20
https://twitter.com/jonathanrockoff/status/1377280263948996617?s=20
https://twitter.com/jonathanrockoff/status/1377280263948996617?s=20
https://twitter.com/DonnaYoungDC/status/1377218241660125187?s=20
https://twitter.com/DonnaYoungDC/status/1377218241660125187?s=20
https://twitter.com/DonnaYoungDC/status/1377218241660125187?s=20
https://t.co/jyzhZ0GuMi?amp=1
https://twitter.com/drpatfarrell/status/1377311285147230222?s=20
https://twitter.com/drpatfarrell/status/1377311285147230222?s=20
https://twitter.com/UntilOrg/status/1377297530308886528?s=20
https://twitter.com/UntilOrg/status/1377297530308886528?s=20
https://twitter.com/_timos_/status/1377242061598912512?s=20
https://twitter.com/_timos_/status/1377242061598912512?s=20
https://t.co/kyrcbVtKi4?amp=1
https://twitter.com/AllogeneTx/status/1377283887752118275
https://twitter.com/AllogeneTx/status/1377283887752118275
https://twitter.com/AllogeneTx/status/1377283887752118275
https://twitter.com/AllogeneTx/status/1377283887752118275
https://twitter.com/Vida_Ventures/status/1377286222393958401?s=20
https://twitter.com/Vida_Ventures/status/1377286222393958401?s=20
https://twitter.com/Vida_Ventures/status/1377286222393958401?s=20
https://twitter.com/drugbuster21/status/1377108927779794961?s=20
https://twitter.com/drugbuster21/status/1377108927779794961?s=20
https://twitter.com/drugbuster21/status/1377108927779794961?s=20
https://twitter.com/drugbuster21/status/1377108927779794961?s=20
https://twitter.com/Angus_Fierce/status/1377292984517980162?s=20
https://twitter.com/Angus_Fierce/status/1377292984517980162?s=20
https://twitter.com/Angus_Fierce/status/1377292984517980162?s=20
https://twitter.com/bt_prop/status/1377298495485448194
https://twitter.com/bt_prop/status/1377298495485448194
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helped millions of people worldwide through the transformative medicines he developed, and 
leaves behind a lasting legacy. https://bit.ly/3cDtWym 
 

Additional LinkedIn Posts 
• Sarepta Therapeutics (followers: 43K): We are deeply saddened to learn news of the passing of 

Sarepta board member and renowned biotech leader, John C. Martin, Ph.D. In the passing of 
Dr. John Martin we have lost a giant but his impact on the world endures. Our thoughts are with 
his family, friends, and all those whose lives he touched. 

• Allogene Therapeutics (followers: 25,000): We are profoundly saddened by the tragic loss of our 
friend John Martin, Ph.D., a legendary scientist, business leader, and crusader for improving 
healthcare of underserved populations around the world. John helped millions of people around 
the world through the medicines he helped develop and deliver to people with devastating 
diseases. His contributions to the scientific community are truly immeasurable and his legacy 
will continue to benefit patients around the world for years to come. We extend our deepest 
sympathies to John’s family and all who knew him. We share your heartbreak and will miss 
John deeply. 

• California Life Sciences Association (CLSA) (followers: 5.4K): CLSA shares in the sadness over 
the unexpected passing of former Gilead CEO, Dr. John Martin. John was a true leader and a 
champion of the life sciences. He was Chairman of both CHI and BayBio, which were the two 
organizations that merged to create CLSA, and has received numerous industry awards during 
his career including the 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award for Public Service from the University 
of Maryland School of Medicine, the 2014 CEO of the Year award by Morningstar and in 2017, 
he received the Biotechnology Heritage Award from the Biotechnology Innovation Organization 
and the 2017 Life Sciences Leadership Award at CLSA’s annual Pantheon event. We extend 
our deepest condolences to John’s family and to those who called John a friend. 

• Fierce Pharma (followers: 3K): John Martin, Gilead's CEO for 20 years, spun the company into 
an antiviral powerhouse with lifesaving HIV and HCV drugs—and a $100 billion market cap. 
#gileadsciences #coronavirus #coronavirustreatment #remdesivir #hiv #hepatitisc #antivirals 
#pharmaceo #pharmaindustry 

• Vida Ventures, LLC (followers: 2.1K): We are deeply saddened to hear that John Martin, Ph.D., 
passed away. John was an exceptional scientist and business leader – but more than that – he 
was an exceptional human being. John helped millions of people around the world through the 
life-changing medicines he helped to develop, and his legacy will never be forgotten. We extend 
our heartfelt condolences to John’s family and all who knew him. We will miss him dearly. 
https://bit.ly/3m6jClT 

• Breakthrough Properties (followers: 1.4K): We are deeply saddened by the news that John 
Martin, Ph.D., a member of our scientific advisory board, passed away on March 30. An 
outstanding scientist and business leader, John helped millions of people around the world 
through the transformative medicines he helped develop and deliver. He leaves behind a lasting 
legacy in the scientific community. We will miss John dearly and will continue to be inspired by 
his work and vision. We extend our deepest sympathies to John’s family and everyone who was 
fortunate enough to know him. 
 

 

https://twitter.com/bt_prop/status/1377298495485448194
https://twitter.com/bt_prop/status/1377298495485448194
https://bit.ly/3cDtWym
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sarepta-therapeutics_we-are-deeply-saddened-to-learn-news-of-the-activity-6783099545199894528-yl7h
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sarepta-therapeutics_we-are-deeply-saddened-to-learn-news-of-the-activity-6783099545199894528-yl7h
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sarepta-therapeutics_we-are-deeply-saddened-to-learn-news-of-the-activity-6783099545199894528-yl7h
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sarepta-therapeutics_we-are-deeply-saddened-to-learn-news-of-the-activity-6783099545199894528-yl7h
https://www.linkedin.com/company/allogene-therapeutics/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/company/allogene-therapeutics/posts/?feedView=all
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